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dark stain upon her memory. In vengeful remembrance of the
slight she had received from Biihtric Meaw before her marriage,
she obtained from William the grant of all his possessions, and
caused the unfortunate Saxon thane to be arrested and conveyed
to Winchester, where he died in prison.

William re-embarked for Normandy in March, 1067, to rejoin
Matilda and their children. They all met at Fescamp with great
joy. William was accompanied by Edgar Atheling, the rightful
heir of England, and many Anglo-Saxon nobles. He took infinite
pride in displaying his spoils, especially the rich embroidery in
bullion and coloured silks wrought by the skilful hands of the
English ladies; a formidable revolt in England compelled
William to leave Matilda before Christmas, after reappointing
her and their son Robert regents of Normandy. He sailed from
Dieppe, returned to London, and presently quelled the insur-
rection. He then sent for Matilda and their children to England.
She joyfully obeyed the welcome summons, crossed the sea with
her family and attendants, and arrived in England soon after
Easter. She proceeded immediately to Winchester, where she
was joyfully welcomed by her victorious lord. William appointed
her consecration as queen of England to be solemnized on Whit
Sunday at Winchester,

The coronation of a queen was a direct innovation of the
customs of England, for on account of the crime of Edburga,
in poisoning her husband Brihtric, king of Wessex, a solemn
law debaiTcd the consorts of Anglo-Saxon kings from sharing
in the honours of royalty. The wife of the king was simply
styled " The lady his companion." William iihe Oonqtieror, how-
ever, chose to be recrowned at Winchester, and that Matilda
should participate in his coronation as his consort. His will
prevailed, for he was in a position to comman.d. The beauty of
the queen and her five children pleased the people, and the royal
solemnity went off without any inteiTUption. The nobles of
Normandy attended Matilda to the church, but after Aldred
had crowned her she was served by the English, her now subjects.

The first occasion on which the office of champion was instituted
was at her coronation at Winchester. During the banquet a bold
cavalier named Marmion, armed cctp-u-pie, rode into the hall and
pronounced this challenge three several times. " If any person
denies that our sovereign lord, William and his spouse Matilda
are king and queen of England, ho is a false-hearted traitor and
liar, and I, as champion, do here challenge him to single combat."
No person incepted the challenge, and Matilda was ever after
called la reins. She Save birth the same year to a fourth son,